
Perryville Elementary   
Panda... Paws... News 

  

It was great to see so many of you at our annual Halloween Parade.  

Now, it is almost time to start getting ready for the holiday  

season! 

 

Several important activities will take place during November. I am 

very excited about the Book Swap being planned by our PTA, which 

begins on November 2. This is a wonderful opportunity to get more 

books into the hands and minds of our children. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on November 6 and       

November 9,and there is no school for students on these days. You 

will be receiving a conference request form from your child’s 

teacher. You can also sign up for the parent portal of Power-

School, which will allow you to see your child’s grades on-line. 

  

On November 12 and 13, we will have our first Honor’s and Atten-

dance breakfasts to recognize academic achievement and good atten-

dance. Invitations will be included with report cards. 

 

The week of November 16-20 is American Education Week. I hope that 

you will be able to visit your child’s classroom. Don’t forget 

that schools will be closed from November 25-27 for Thanksgiving. 

 

As Thanksgiving approaches, it is time to reflect on the many 

blessings that we can be thankful for, even in these difficult 

times. I give thanks for the blessings that I have—many of which 

can be found at Perryville Elementary School. I am fortunate to 

work with such a wonderful staff and community. I also can’t say 

enough about the students here; they are the best! 

 

As always, always feel free to contact me with concerns or sugges-

tions. On behalf of the staff of PES, I wish you a Happy Thanks-

giving! 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Hinda R. Smith 

November 2009 

1 Daylight Savings 
 Time—Set Clock 
 Back 1 Hour 

2 Book Swap-Drop Off 

3  Book Swap-Drop Off 

3 Picture Re-Takes 

6  Parent Conferences                      
 No School  

9  Parent Conferences 

 No School 

11 Veteran’s Day 

12  Honors & Attendance   
 Breakfast  A-L 

12 SubWorks Night 

13 Book Swap-Pick Up 

13  Honors & Attendance 
 Breakfast  M-Z 

16  Jump Rope for Heart 

16 Book Swap-Pick Up 

17  PTA Mtg. @ 6:00 PM 

19  Grade 3 Field Trip     
 Walters Art Museum 

19 Thanksgiving Lunch-
 eon  Grades K, 2, & 4 

20  Fundraiser Pick-Up 

20 Grade 1 trip to RSHS  
 Pandora’s Box Play 

25-27 No School  
 Thanksgiving Break 

 

 

 

December 2009 

9 Interims Issued 

10  Winter Concert 

23-31 Winter Holiday 

 School Closed 

 

Occasional Need to Pick Up Your Child Early 

 

If there is a need to pick up your child from school early, a note is required stating the 

time and the reason at the beginning of the day.  When you come to pick up your child, al-

ways report to the school office and have identification.  There you will need to sign out 

your child, and sign them back into school if they are returning for the day.  Teachers 

have been instructed not to release students without notification from the office.  This 

is for your child’s protection.  After 3:15 p.m. children cannot be called to the office.  

Use the sign out sheet in the main office.  These students’ names will be called over the 

intercom during the 3:40 p.m. announcements.  The students will be dismissed with regular 

car riders to the cafeteria. 

 

 



Coat Campaign 

 

Technology at Perryville Elementary School 

 

 

Have you been wondering about the use of technology in our school?  Our school improvement plan identifies emerging technolo-

gies that improve student  achievement and teacher instruction.  Many professional development opportunities are available for our 

teachers to integrate technology into the curriculum and daily lessons. 

 

Our school will have four (4) SmartBoards for instructional use this year.  They are currently in two classrooms and two more are 

on the way.  SmartBoards serve to bring the classroom alive and put technology into the hands of the students and teachers.  The 

county has supplied the funds for three of these, and profits from the Scholastic Book Fair have contributed to the SmartBoard 

which will be installed into the media center.  Our goal is to have this technology available in every classroom, and we are doing the 

best that we can with available funds. 

 

You have probably seen that all of our classrooms and our computer lab have brand new computers for students to use.  Also, 11 of 

our teachers are now in the county Laptop initiative and are involved in continuous training on how to integrate technology into 

instruction.  All of our teachers are working very hard to adapt lessons and learn new strategies to make the best use of the available 

technology.  We are moving forward in the world of technology! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

23rd Annual Cecil County 

Kidsô Coat Campaign 

 As we brace for colder temperatures and the impending holiday season, the concern for others becomes ever 
present in our community.  This year schools, businesses and civic organizations of Cecil County will again join in this 

concern through the 23rd Annual Kidsô Coats Campaign. 

 Few things are as important to a child than to be dressed warmly throughout the winter.  To a child, a coat pro-
vides a warm feeling even on the coldest day.  It is the hope that the public can help ensure that every child does have 
that warm feeling. 

 Starting November 1 and continuing through December 1, we are asking the citizens of Cecil County to collect 
good, usable coats.  We urge you to join us in our campaign by cleaning your closets of coats that no longer fit and 
bring them to your organization, business or school.  O-Kleen Cleaners, our community sponsor, will clean the coats 

and the Cecil County HELP Center will then distribute the coats. 

 

The Kidsô Coats Campaign is a good feeling we can all enjoy! 

Co-Sponsors:  David Rudolph, Ed.D, State Delegate 34B 

And 

The Elkton Kiwanis Club 



 

 

 

 

 

This year Perryville Elementary School will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart.  The event will be 
held on Monday, November 16.  Cardiovascular diseases and stroke are the leading causes of death in 
the country.  These diseases may remain critical problems in the future because of poor lifestyle habits 
among American adults and children.  For example, only one of ten Americans participates in 30 min-

utes or more of vigorous activity every day.  In additionééé. 

Over 15 percent of children and adolescents are overweight.  

Four million children have above -normal blood pressure.  

27 million children have high cholesterol.  

 

Jump Rope For Heart promotes the value of physical activity to elementary school children while show-
ing them they can contribute to their communityõs welfare.  This is a time when children can establish 
the foundation for movement skills.   These are also the years when positive learning experiences can 
help establish a positive attitude and appreciation for participating in regular, daily physical activity for 

life.  Please be on the òlook outó for more information regarding Jump Rope for Heart. 

Jump Rope For Heart 

 

MSDE Team Nutrition Grant 

 

We are pleased to announce that our school will be a part of a team nutrition grant from MSDE.  This 
grant will allow all of our elementary students to learn more about nutrition and healthy eating.  With 

childhood obesity at an alarming 30%, this initiative comes at an opportune time for our students.  

 

Beginning in November and continuing through April, we will begin a campaign that targets six differ-
ent nutrients (one each month).  Food & Nutrition Services will be providing taste testings during the 
lunch hours.  There are also six nutrition lessons that have been developed to match the taste testings.  
These lessons may be used as a health grade and will become part of the health curriculum.  There will 
be posters displayed in the cafeteria and other areas of the school along with monthly messages about 

the nutrients.   

The following resources are available online:  

Team Nutrition Resource Page:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/TN/library.html,  

http://www.mypyramid.gov/kids/, http://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/success.html (website Step men-

tioned ) 

Saturated Fat/Trans Fat:  Meet the Fats (AHA): 

http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=3055397  

Whole Grain Resources: 

http://www.ific.org/publications/factsheets/wholegrainsfs.cfm, http://www.healthiergeneration.org/  

Dairy Resources: 

http://www.nationaldairycouncil.org/NationalDairyCouncil/Tools/  

 

Currently our fourth and fifth grade students are taking a survey online.  Our first and second grade stu-

dents are doing a survey during their physical education classes.  

 

Starting today and continuing through November 22, parents can log on to our homepage,  find the      

Zoomerang website and also take a survey.  



Character Education Trait 

October:  Responsibility 

 

Mrs. McGinley:   Ava Stephens & Anthony McCarthy  

Mrs. Algire:   Brooke Murrell & Lucas Patchell  

Mrs. Hayward:   Abigail Murrell & Travis Walls  

Mrs. Juno:   Mackenzie Morrison & Evan Miller  

Mrs. Carbaugh:  Hannah Woodrow & Dale Rhoads  

Mrs. Lewis:   Kristen Schoerner & Hunter Bines  

Ms. Miller:  Eddie Kirchner & Will Geary  

Mrs. Forehand:   Bobby Wagner & Elizabeth Rovine  

Ms. Powels:   Courtney Snow & Joseph Weiman  

Mrs. Waddell:   Megan Gibson & Tyler Mitchell  

Mrs. Bright:   Max Fowler & Mara Little  

Mrs. Obenchain:   Katie Bratcher & Austin Miller  

Ms. Theiss:   Jireh Jones & Delaney Trenkle  

Mrs. Ashby:   Ethan Ferrall & Kaitlyn Fitzpatrick  

Mrs. Grant::   Rebecca Helensky & Jonathon Hamamcioglu  

Mrs. Sickels:  Jazmine Simmons & Trevor Mitchell  

Ms. Butt:   Dominic Gugliotta & Kadi Davis  

Mrs. Fuller:   Chloe Fowler & Jarrett Bowman  

Mrs. Marousek:   Bethany Wheeler & Ryan Berger  

 

Responsibility means completing all your work, including homework, following directions and rules.  Always be-
ing considerate of other peopleõs feelings, cleaning up after yourself, taking care of your possessions and always 

doing the right thing.  

    Panda Pals     

Ikea 

 

Thank you for your donation of ôRead With Meõ books.  The program was launched recently at our 
Kindergarten ñParent night last week.  Beginning next week, all kindergarten students will be able 

to take a book home every night to read with their parents.  

 

Newest Panda Palé.. 

Welcome to our newest Panda Pal - our very own PES family!  òSmiles-2-Goó, Perryville Outlets. 

 

Also, please support our new PES family business, Gusõs 2 Pizza & Grill, (in the Harbor Shops, next  

to Sears) Havre de Grace, Maryland  

 

Parents:  With the cold weather upon us, please remember to label your 

childõs lunchbox, backpack, hat, coat, gloves or anything else that is im-

portant to them.  Thank you! 



 

 

 

 

PTA BOOK SWAP 

Have you already read all the books you bought at the book fair?  Would you like to exchange those books 
for others that you havenõt read yet?  Next week, the PTA will be holding a book swap where you can do just 
that.  Bring in books on November 2 and 3 and receive a ticket for each book.  On November 13 and Novem-

ber 16, youõll be able to trade your ticket for a book that others have brought to exchange.   

Counselor’s Corner 

Mrs. Joanne Carradin 

 

 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving Holiday, in guidance we will be focusing on compassion.  Some topics 
touched upon are the importance of family, giving to others, and looking at different point of views.  Here is 

what you can do at home to follow up with our lessons:  

Talk about the point of view of others as you watch TV, read books, or discuss other people with your 

child.  For example, ask, òWhat do you think that character is feeling and thinking?ó 

Show care toward others, such as doing errands for a sick neighbor or opening doors for others.  

Give others the benefit of the doubt.  If your child complains that a classmate deliberately pushed her 
down on the way to lunch, explain that sometimes when people are in a hurry, they donõt always watch 

where theyõre goingñthey donõt mean to push or hurt anyone. 

Be open to differences.  If a child says òour new neighbors dress funny,ó explain that people often wear 

clothes that reflect their cultures.  

From òHelping Your Child Become a Responsible Citizenó U. S. Department of Education 

I am currently running several counseling groups to meet our studentsõ needs.  If you have any group sug-

gestions please contact me and I will do my best to accommodate you.  

OUTREACH PROGRAM 

The Perryville Police Department Outreach Program will be the headquarters this holiday season for Perryville & Port Deposit  

Toys 4 Tots program.   

 

Please refer all needy families who live in those towns to seek out our assistance.  The parent/guardian must come to the Outreach 

Program and fill out a very short application. 

Toys 4 Tots serves up to age 14. 

 

Contact Information: 

PVPD Outreach Program 

304 Aiken Avenue 

Perryville, MD  21903 

Tel. No. 410-642-6728 


