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Dear Students, Parents and Friends of TEES,  
     The first marking period has ended, and that means that parent-teacher conferences 
are right around the corner.  Conferences will be held on Friday, November 6th and 
Monday, November 9th.  Please check your childÕs backpack for the conference 
request letter, and respond to your childÕs teacher to let him/her know if you will be able 
to attend the scheduled conference or if you need to schedule another day/time. 
                The parent-teacher conference gives you a chance to learn about your childÕs 
strengths and areas in which you can help your child at home.  You wil l have the 
opportunity to ask questions and learn more about your childÕs daily routine and the 
expectations at his/her grade level.   
                Here are some helpful tips to make the most out of your parent-teacher 
conference.  
Before the conference 

�        Talk to your child about his/her feelings about school, and spend some time 
looking at schoolwork that has been sent home. 

�        Brainstorm a list of questions or concerns so you are not trying to remember 
everything that day. 

During the conference 
�                      Please be on time and help to keep to the allotted conference time, 

out of respect for the parents who are waiting for their turn. 
�                      Bring pencil and paper to take notes. 
�  Listen to what the teacher shares with you about your childÕs strengths 

and  
                  opportunities for growth.   
�  Share your thoughts and ideas.  Ask the questions youÕve prepared and 

any 
                   others that you think of during the conference.   
�                      Discuss ways to help your child to get the most out of his/her 

education. 
After the conference 

�        Help your child with his/her homework.  Read nightly.  Review school work 
that is sent home.  Follow through with the strategies discussed at your 
conference. 

�  Continue to communicate with your childÕs teacher through notes, phone 
calls, emails, or conferences. 

 
 By working together we can help your child to be the best he/she can be! 

American Education Week 
We will celebrate American Education Week during the week of November 

16th-20th.  We would like to celebrate Thomson Estates Elementary School and the 
students, teachers, staff, parents, and community members who make it great!   Please 
join us at any or all of the parent activities scheduled throughout the week.  We look 
forward to seeing you!  A separate schedule for American Education Week activities at 
Thomson Estates will be sent home with your child.  
 

Reminder: PTO Fall Fest November 5, 2009  
Thank you for your continued support and cooperation! 

Tom Marinelli           Karla Brown  
Principal                                                                                     Assistant Principal     
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Emergency Closing of 

Schools 
 
There may be occasions when 
inclement weather or other 
emergency conditions result in 
a delayed start, early dismissal, 
or closing of schools. Official 
announcements will be made 
using the following radio/TV 
stations or web sites: 
 
WOEL                      FM 89.9 
WXCY        FM 103.7 
WAMD        970KC 
WDEL/WSTW    1150KC/FM 93.7 
WJBR FM 99.5 
WBAL/WIYY       1090KC/FM 98 
WPOC        FM 93 
WLIF        FM 102 
JACK FM/WHFS      FM 102.7/106.5 
WMAR-TV       Channel 2 
WBAL-TV       Channel 11 
WJZ-TV       Channel 13 
Civil Defense Fire and Emergency 
Network 
www.ccps.org 
www.schools-out.com  
 

  

 

Important Reminders:  
• Arrivals Ð The SCHOOL DOORS OPEN AT 8:45 A.M. To ensur e t he saf et y of  all childr en, PLEASE DO 

NOT dr op st udent s of f  bef or e 8:45  AM. We cannot  be r esponsible f or  childr en dr opped of f  at  t he cur b. All 
walker s and car  r ider s are t o ent er  t hr ough t he end of  t he building by t he car  loop, not  t hr ough t he f r ont  
door s. Any ear ly ar r ivals will be asked t o wait  at  t he door s at  t he end of  t he building.  

• Early Dismissal Procedures - School per sonnel will be asking all parent s/ guardians t o pr oduce a phot o id 

any t ime a st udent  is dismissed. I f  a parent /g uardian is r equest ing per mission f or  t heir  st udent  t o leave 
wit h someone ot her  t han t heir  parent /g uardian, a wr it t en r equest  must  be r eceived by t he of f ice st af f  pr ior  
t o t heir  dismissal. I f  your  child has an appoint ment  in t he af t er noon, please plan accor dingly. No classrooms 
will be called after 3:15 PM on regular days and 1: 40 PM on Wednesdays. 

• Portable Electronic Devices Ð (cell phones, iPods, MP3 Player s, et c.) are t o be OFF and AWAY dur ing t he 

school day. Please r ef er  t o t he St udent  Responsibilit ies Handbook f or  specif ic inf or mat ion r egarding t his 
policy. The Cecil Count y Public Schools will not  be held r esponsible f or  loss, t hef t , damage or  dest r uct ion of  
any por t able elect r onic device. 

• Telephones and Messages Ð The t elephones in t he main of f ice are int ended t o r eceive in-coming calls, f or  

use by f acult y and st af f , and f or  emergency calls by st udent s. Students will not be called to the office 
during class instruction to receive phone calls or for visits. The of f ice st af f  will r elay f amily r elat ed 
emer gency messages f r om a parent /g uardian t o t heir  son or  daught er  only. No messages will be t aken f r om 
anyone ot her  t han a parent /g uardian. 

 
 
 

  
 

Family Trips  
Requests for a lawful absence for family trips during the school year are to be made 
in writing to the school principal. A written request should be submitted prior to the 
trip. Please refer to the Family Trip Guidelines in the CCPS school calendar. 
 

 
Power School and Parent Portal 

This is a way for parents to access their childÕs grades online throughout the entire 
school year. If  you have not previously enrolled, parents/guardians will need to 
complete a registration form. These forms are available in the offi ce. A photo 
identifi cation is required to verify an individual as the studentÕs parent or guardian. 
 

Cecil County Public Schools Dress Code Policy 
Students should not wear clothes that are low cut, very tight, very short, or 
falling off of the shoulders or hips. In addition, flip flops, open backed sandals, 
and heelies are not safe. Students wearing these shoes will not be permitted to 
participate in PE or directed play for safety reasons. Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation and support with this issue. 

 
 

Emergency Information Cards    
Each year Cecil County Public Schools requests that parents/guardians complete 
an Emergency Information Card. The information provided on this card by the 
parent/guardian will provide the school with an updated address, telephone 
numbers, and emergency contact information. If you have any changes to the 
information listed above during the school year, please contact the office at 
410-996-5080. This information will be kept confidential. Students who do not 
have a card on fi le, will be referred to the office and may eventually be excluded 
from school. A proof of residence is also required each year to validate 
enrollment eligibil ity and determine transportation needs.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                                                     
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  
Thomson Estates Elementary 

School is recruiting volunteers for 
the 2009-20010 school year. If 
you can offer some time to help 
out here at school or at home, 
please call Beth Roush, our 

Family Involvement Advisor, at 
410-996-5080. 

CHESS CLUB 
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

If you are able 
to help with the Learning 
Chess Club, please let us 
know. We will meet on 
Tuesdays from 3:45-

4:45, beginning 
September 30th. 

To parents and guardians at Thomson Estates Elementary School, 
please note that all Cecil County Public Schools are drug free 
zones.  This includes all forms of tobacco use.  Cecil County Public 
School Board policy states: “The sale or use of tobacco in any 
form is prohibited on school grounds during the school day.”   
This policy includes smoking within your vehicle while on school 
property.  When dropping off or picking up your children from 
school, especially in the car rider loop, please refrain from 
smoking.  We appreciate your cooperation in setting a healthy 
example for all students. 

                                                                                                                     
 

FIELD TRIP PAYMENTS 
 When sending in payments for field 
trips, please make sure to send in exact change 
because the teachers and the office cannot make 
change.  If  checks are returned to us from the 
bank, further payments for school purchases will 
need to be made by cash or money order only. 
Thanks. 

 
 

SNEAKERS WITH 
WHEELS are not 
allowed in school. 

Please pull the wheels 
or donÕt wear them at 

all. They are 
dangerous and 

disruptive. Thank you 
for your consideration 

in this matter.               
 

 
CELL PHONE 

AND INK 
CARTRIDGE 
RECYCLING 

 
We are collecting 

old cell phones and 
ink jet cartridges so 
please to send them 
in with your child. 
We appreciate all 

you do. 
 
 

CLASSROOM GOODIES 
     All baked goods (cookies, cupcakes, etc.) for 
classroom activities must be store bought. Also, 
when making your selections, please keep in mind 
that many children have food allergies to a wide 
assortment of ingredients. 
 

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, which 
was signed by President Bush on January 8, 
2002, says that parents have the right to know 
the qualifications of the people who teach their 
children. The Cecil County Public School 
System is pleased with the level of skill and 
competence of our teacher workforce. We will 
provide this information as requested. If you 
would like to know the specific qualifications 
of your childÕs teacher and/or instructional 
assistant, please send the office a written 
request. 
 



School Hours 2009-2010 School Year  
Grades K-5 

8:45AM - 3:40 PM.:  Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday  
8:45 AM - 2:00 PM:  Wednesday 

Children should not arrive before 8:45 AM. 

 

Pre-Kindergarten Morning Session: 

8:45-11:50 AM:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:45-11:00 AM: Wednesday 

 

Pre-Kindergarten Afternoon Session: 

12:50-3:40 PM:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

12:00-2:00 PM:  Wednesday 

 

Delayed Opening of Schools  
When there is a delayed opening, all buses will run regular routes two hours later that the regularly 

scheduled time. For pre-kindergarten students, the following schedule applies: 

Two Hours Delayed Opening 

     (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday) 

          Morning session- 11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 

  Afternoon session-1:45 p.m. -3:40 p.m. 

 (Wednesday) 

  No morning session 

  Afternoon session-No change 

  

 

 
 
 
 

School Tardiness & Leaving Early 
 
Students are expected to be seated in 
their classroom at 9:00 a.m. Students 
arriving late must be signed in at the 
main office by the adult that brings 
them to school. Excessive tardiness 
or leaving early is susceptible to 
disciplinary action. A student 
arriving to school after 10:30 a.m. 
or leaving before 2:10 p.m. will be 
counted absent for a half day. Please 
refer to your parent handbook for 
other important information.                 



  
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten News!  
 
November promises to be an important and exciting month in Thomson EstatesÕ kindergarten classrooms.  We 
have seen tremendous growth in our students during the first nine weeks of the school year, and we are looking 
forward to talking to your about your childÕs progress and first marking period report card during conferences on 
November 6th or 9th.  Once we are back to school on Tuesday the 10th, we will be jumping right back into our busy 
and fun-filled schedule.  In our Language Arts lessons, we will be spending most of November in the ÒWeÕre a 
FamilyÓ theme.  We will read, talk, think and write about who makes up a family and how families  are the same 
and different as we explore a variety of stories and articles related to the theme.  These lessons will also tie 
directly in to the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, and this special day will be the focus of many Social Studies 
lessons as we introduce and discuss Native American cultures, talk about how life in the past is different from life 
today and share special family traditions related to holiday celebrations.   
 In Math lessons, we are moving into Unit 2 in the new Houghton Mifflin Math program.  In this unit, the 
students will move from focusing almost exclusively on counting, reading and using numbers 0-10 to more 
complicated mathematical concepts such as repeating patterns, addition and subtraction story problems and the 
names and values of coins.  Now that students are mostly comfortable with basic counting and making sets, we 
will also be focusing a great deal on helping students see Ò5-groupsÓ within numbers 6-10.  The goal of these 
lessons will be for students to become more comfortable thinking of 6 as 5+1, 7 as 5+2, etc.  Finally (as if all of 
this isnÕt enough for the average five year-old), we will be continuing to study and observe trees around the school 
grounds as we look at the attributes of a variety of leaves and go on an Òevergreen huntÓ to find trees that are not 
losing their leaves.   
 Keeping up with this whirlwind of learning is only possible with daily parental support.  You are our most 
valuable partners in the education process, and we thank you for all that you do every day.  Please continue to 
support your childÕs learning through daily reading, sight word practice and assistance with homework packets.  
Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving! 
 

 
        

 

VISITORS 

 Visitors are always welcome at Thomson Estates, but must first report to the office upon entering 

the building.  All visitors must sign-in and wear a visitor’s pass.  Teachers have been instructed to stop any 

adults who are not wearing a visitor’s pass.  These individuals will be instructed to report to the main office 

to sign-in.  Absolutely no exceptions will be made to this procedure.  This is for the safety of all students and 

school staff. 

When visiting the school, DO NOT park in front of the building in the driveway.  It is absolutely 

necessary that the fire lane be kept open for buses, the mail truck, fire trucks, ambulances, etc.  Please use the 

parking lot. 

 

Guidance News!   
We will begin Personal Safety lessons 
this month.  The curriculum is brand new 
so please plan to attend the parent 
meeting to view the material.  The 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
November 18 at 3:00pm.  I look forward to 
seeing yo u there.  

Book Exchange!  
We will be having Monthly Book 
Exchange on Thursday November 
5th during lunch on the stage.  
This is a great opportunity to 
share your books and read 
something new!  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Grade News!  

It is hard to believe that we are in November already. The year is just flying by. We are glad to report 
that the students are working hard and making great advancements daily. Just check out our Hall of 
Fame! Each class has done a fabulous job of earning frogs by reading 10 books and moving forward with 
their Dolch lists. 
Please try to read with your child every night. They should be bringing home a book in a plastic bag 
every day. When they complete 10 books, they move up to the next level and have a frog with their name 
put on the board. Some have completed all 11 lists and others are still working on studying and 
mastering them. 
Our goal is for all first grade students to be proficient on their 11 Dolch word lists and read as many 
books as possible by the end of the year. Please support your child by assisting them in both these areas 
nightly. Thank you for all of your help. 
 
Reading: In November we are working in Theme 3: Let’s Look Around and will be moving onto Theme 
4: Family and Friends. Each Theme lasts 3 weeks and we touch on different phonics, phoneme 
awareness, fluency, comprehension, and vocabulary skill sets. 
Writing: Students are working to build grammar and vocabulary skills that will assist them with their 
writing. 
Math: We will continue to build on addition and subtraction strategies, as well as missing number, 
telling time and shapes. 
Spelling: This quarter we will begin to grade all spelling tests. Students will continue to bring home their 
spelling notebooks daily and have 3 assignments per week to complete using the weekly words. Most 
spelling tests will be on Fridays, unless otherwise noted. 
Social Studies: We are beginning a unit on cultures around the world. 
Science: Our next science unit will be Solids and Liquids. 
 
We are looking forward to our first field trip to Milburn Orchards on Monday, November 2nd. 
 
First grade wants to give a BIG THANK YOU to our parents that organized our Fall Party. You are 
awesome for doing this for the students! 
 
We wish you a very happy, safe and healthy Thanksgiving! 

 
 

 
Pre-Kindergarten News!  

This month in PreK we are going to finish up our unit, "My Five Senses".  In this unit we are going to 
talk about what our senses do and how they help up explore our world.  The next unit in reading is, 
"Season All Around."  In that unit we will talk the four seasons and discuss how each season is different.  
In math we are going to focus on the number four and sorting.   I look forward to seeing everyone again 
at conferences and starting another great marking period with your children. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th Grade News!  
This month 5th grade is working hard to prepare for the MSA and middle school next year.  
 
In Math, students are working with decimals and graphs. In Reading, students are focusing on stories in 
Theme 2: Give It All You've Got. Students will work to understand that hard work and determination can 
lead to success.  In Science, students will be finishing the Solar System Unit. In the upcoming weeks, 
students will start a new Science Kit that will focus on cells. In Social Studies, students will be starting a 
unit on Exploration of America.   
 
The 5th grade class will be taking a field trip to Rising Sun High School on November 19th to see a play 
about Greek Mythology. The cost of the trip will be $6.00 per student to cover the cost of the bus and the 
performance. Permission slips will be given out in November.   
 
We continue to go outside for recess. Please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately for the 
cool weather. 
 

 
3rd Grade News!  

November is an exciting time in Third Grade!  We are looking forward to meeting parents during 
conferences and discussing your childÕs progress.   
 
This month in reading, we will be learning about various traditions.  Your child would enjoy discussing 
family traditions and how they compare to what they are reading.  In math, continue practicing math 
facts as this affects their accuracy in class.  In Social Studies, we will begin learning about Australia.  
In Science, we will be completing structures of life.   
 
Please check with your child to make sure they have the proper supplies to complete their class work.  
We would also appreciate donations of tissues as we head into cold season.  Thank you for supporting 
your child!     
 

2nd Grade News!  
As the 1st marking period is coming to a close the second grade is only beginning to get started!!!!! We 
recently finished out first theme Silly Stories in reading and have started Theme 2 Nature Walk. All of 
the stories that we are going to b reading have to do with nature, our environment and how we effect it. 
This ties in nicely with our Social Studies unit Citizenship where we are learning what it means to be a 
good citizen. and take care of our community In Math we have just begun the second half of Module 3. 
We are learning how to regroup larger numbers. We are finishing up our Science unit Balance and 
Motion and will soon be learning about the Air and Weather in our second science kit. As always if 
you have any question please feel free to contact your child's teacher. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facts  About School Lunch  

The reality of school nutrition programs is too based on stereotypes and biased information. School lunches 
today follow federal nutrition guidelines and serve more fresh fruits and vegetables, whole grains and low fat 
dairy than ever before. On a very tight budget, school nutrition professionals are preparing and serving 
balanced, nutritious meals in an age appropriate portion size that provide needed nutrients and promote a 
healthy childhood weight.  

Myth #1: School meals make children obese.  

Fact: Students that eat meals served through the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) are more 
likely to be at a healthy weight. Research published in the August 2003 issue of Archives of Pediatric and 
Adolescent Medicine concluded that "girls in food insecure households had significantly reduced odds of 
being at risk of overweight if they participated in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs." 
NSLP participants are more likely than non-participants to consume vegetables, milk and milk products, and 
meat and other protein-rich foods, both at lunch and over 24 hours; they also consume less soda and/or fruit 
drinks.  

Myth #2: Schools serve junk food for school lunch.  

Fact: Meals served under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) must, by federal law, meet 
nutrition guidelines based on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. No more than 30% of calories can 
come from fat and less than 10% from saturated fat. School lunches provide one-third of the Recommended 
Dietary Allowances of protein, Vitamin A, Vitamin C, iron, calcium and calories. These guidelines apply over 
the course of one week of school lunch menus. National School Lunch Program (NSLP) participation is 
associated with higher average intakes of many nutrients, both at lunch and over 24 hours. NSLP participants 
have substantially lower intakes of added sugars than do non-participants.  

 

 Specialists News!  
Art Room News:  
 
Art to Remember is up and running!  Please have all orders in to Mrs. 
Dis singer no later than Tuesday, November 10.  Orders will be 
available for pickup by parents on Friday, December 18 from 4 - 6 pm, 
in the cafeteria.  Please make every effort to pick up your orders at 
that time.  
 
PE/IA:  
 
The 3rd annual Turkey Trot will be held  on Tuesday, November 24th 
during specials.  All K - 5 students will participate in a one mile fun 
run/walk.  Please have your child bring a canned good to be donated 
to those in need during this upcoming holiday season.  Regardless of 
contributions, all stu dents will participate, so children should come 
to school prepared for the weather.  Of course, parents and friends 
are welcome to join in!  Students can begin to bring in their 
donations on November 10th and they will be accepted until November 
24th.  
 



Myth #3: Schools don't serve enough fruits or vegetables for lunch.  

Fact: According to the School Nutrition Dietary Assessment II, roughly two-thirds of all school lunch 
menus offer more than the required two fruit and vegetable choices set by United States Department of 
Agriculture regulations. The 2005 School Foodservice and Nutrition Operations Survey Report conducted 
by SNA found that fresh fruits and vegetables are offered daily in 85% of high schools.  

Myth #4: Schools serve fried, greasy foods.  

Fact: Schools may serve French fries, chicken nuggets or pizza at times. However, because the meals 
are always required to meet the Recommended Dietary Allowances, the foods still meet required 
nutrition standards, including limits on fat and saturated fat. This is because they are often baked, not 
fried, made with low-fat or lean ingredients, and served with vegetables, fruit and other options that make 
each meal balanced and nutritious.  

Myth #5: Sack lunches from home are better than school meals.  

Fact: Research by Dr. Alice Jo Rainville of Eastern Michigan University concluded that students who 
eat school lunches consume less calories from fat than students who bring their lunch from home. 
Furthermore, the research found school lunches contain three times as many dairy products, twice as much 
fruit and seven times the vegetable amounts as lunches brought from home.  

Myth #6: Soda is served with school lunch.  

Fact: Federal law prohibits the sale of soda as a Food of Minimal Nutritional Value (FMNV) in the 
cafeteria during the school lunch period.  

Myth #7: Only junk food is available through a la Carte lines and vending machines.  

Fact: While few federal nutrition standards exist for a la Carte and vended foods and beverages, school 
nutrition professionals are an active part of the national trend at the state and local levels to implement 
nutrition standards these items. School nutrition professionals help set nutrition policies at the local level 
through their state and school board. Through federally mandated Local School Wellness Policies, school 
nutrition professionals are joining with parents, students and other school stakeholders to implement nutrition 
guidelines for all foods and beverages sold on school campuses. 

Myth #8: What is served at schools is out of my control.  

Fact: You can become active in setting policies at the local level! Join your local school board, write a 
letter and voice what you think schools should offer students. Wellness is a community effort and needs the 
support of the entire community. School nutrition professionals are committed to providing safe and nutritious 
meals to all children. Parents are encouraged to visit their student's cafeteria, try a lunch and talk to their 
school foodservice director about the nutritional profile of foods served.  
 
Source: School Nutrition Association, December 13, 2006 

 
 
 
                                        


