
Cecil County Public Schools July 2012 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

READING STANDARDS:  LITERATURE 
RL1 With modeling and prompting, answer questions 

about details in a text.  

RL2 With modeling and support, retell familiar 

stories/poems.  

RL3 With modeling and support, identify characters, 

settings, and major events in a story.  

RL4 With modeling and support, answer questions 

about unknown words in stories and poems.  

RL5 Gain exposure to common types of literary texts 

(i.e, storybooks, poems). 

RL6 With modeling and support, identify the role of 

author and illustrator.  

RL7 With modeling and support, tell how the 

illustrations support the story.  

RL9 With modeling and support, compare adventures 

and experiences of characters in familiar stories.  

RL10 Actively engage in group reading activities with 

purpose and understanding.  

 

READING STANDARDS: 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

RI1  With modeling and support, answer questions 

about details in an informational text.  

RI2  With modeling and support, recall one or more 

detail(s) related to the main topic from an 

informational text.  

RI 3  With modeling and support, connect individuals, 

events, and pieces of information in text to life 

experiences.  

RI4  With modeling and support, answer questions 

about unknown words in a text.  

RI5  With modeling and support, identify the front 

cover and back cover of a book.  

RI6  With modeling and support, define the role of the 

author and illustrator/photographer in presenting 

the ideas or information in a text. 

RI7  With modeling and support, tell how the 

illustrations/photographs support the text.  

RI8  With modeling and support, identify the reasons 

an author gives to support points in a text.  

RI9  With prompting and support, discuss similarities 

and differences between two texts on the same 

topic (i.e., in illustrations or descriptions).  

RI10  Actively engage in group reading activities with 

purpose and understanding.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING STANDARDS:   

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 

RF1 Demonstrate understanding of basic features of 

print.  

RF1.a Demonstrate an awareness that words are read 

from left to right, top to bottom and page by page.  

RF1.b Recognize that spoken words can be written and 

read.  

RF1.c Understand that words are separated by spaces in 

print.  

RF1.d Recognize and name some upper and lowercase 

letters of the alphabet. 

RF2 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words and 

sounds (phonemes). 

RF2.a Recognize rhyming words in spoken language. 

RF2.b Identify and isolate individual words in a spoken 

sentence. 

RF2.c Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in 

spoken words. 

RF2.d Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-

syllable spoken words. 

RF2.e Isolate and pronounce the initial sound in spoken 

words. 

RF2.f Orally blend and segment individual phonemes in 

two-to-three phoneme words. 

RF3 Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 

RF3.a Recognize that words are made up of letters and 

their sounds. 

RF3.b Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter 

sound correspondences by producing the most 

frequent sound for some consonants. 

RF3.c Recognize name in print as well as some 

environmental print (symbols/words). 

RF4 Engage with a variety of texts (e.g., a variety of 

structures and/or genres) with purpose and 

understanding. 

 

WRITING STANDARDS 

W1 With modeling and support, use a combination of 

drawing, dictating, and developmentally-

appropriate writing to share opinion about an 

experience or book. 

W1.a Share the topic or name the book. 

W1.b Share an opinion on a topic or book. 

W2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, or 

developmentally-appropriate writing to state 

information on a topic. 

W2.a Name a topic. 

W2.b Supply some facts about the topic. 

W3 With modeling and support, use a combination of 

drawing, or developmentally-appropriate writing 

to communicate a personal story about a single 

event and tell about the event in a meaningful 

sequence. 

W3.a Tell a single event. 

W3.b Tell about the details of the event in a meaningful 

sequence. 

W5 With modeling, guidance, and support from adults, 

review drawing, dictation, or developmentally-

appropriate writing. 

W6 With prompting and support from adults, explore a 

variety of digital tools to express ideas. 

W7 Participate in shared research and shared writing 

projects. 

W8 With modeling and support from adults, recall 

information from experiences or information from 

provided sources to answer a question. 

 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING 

SL1 Participate in collaborative conversations with 

diverse partners about pre-kindergarten topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger 

groups. 

SL1.a Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (i.e., 

listening to others and taking turns, speaking about 

the topics and texts under discussion). 

SL1.b During scaffold conversations, continue a 

conversation through multiple exchanges. 

SL2 Confirm understanding of text read aloud or 

information presented orally or through other 

media by asking and answering questions about 

key details with modeling and support. 

SL3 Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 

get information, or clarify something that is not 

understood. 

SL4 Describe familiar people, places, things, and 

events with modeling and support. 

SL5 Add drawings or visual displays to description as 

desired to provide additional detail. 

SL6 With modeling and support, speak audibly and 

express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 

 

LANGUAGE STANDARDS 

Conventions of Standard English 

1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard 

English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a.  Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 

b.  Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 

c.  Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or 

/es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 

d.  Understand and use question words 

(interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, 

why, how). 

e.  Use the most frequently occurring prepositions 

(e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 

f.  Produce and expand complete sentences in shared 

language activities. 

2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard 

English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

a.  Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the 

pronoun I. 

b.  Recognize and name end punctuation. 

c.  Write a letter or letters for most consonant and 

short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 

d.  Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on 

knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 

 

Knowledge of Language 

3.  (Begins in grade 2)  

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  

4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

kindergarten reading and content. 

a.  Identify new meanings for familiar words and 

apply them accurately (e.g., knowing duck is a 

bird and learning the verb to duck). 

b.  Use the most frequently occurring inflections and 

affixes (e.g., -ed, -s, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a 

clue to the meaning of an unknown word. 

5.  With guidance and support from adults, explore word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a.  Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 

foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the 

categories represent. 

b.  Demonstrate understanding of frequently 

occurring verbs and adjectives by relating them to 

their opposites (antonyms). 

c.  Identify real-life connections between words and 

their use (e.g., note places at school that are 

colorful). 

d.  Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs 

describing the same general action (e.g., walk, 

march, strut, prance) by acting out the meanings. 

6.  Use words and phrases acquired through 

conversations, reading and being read to, and 

responding to texts. 
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PRE-KINDERGARTEN COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS FOR MATHEMATICS 
 

STANDARDS FOR 

MATHEMATICAL PRACTICE 

1.  Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 

them. 

2.  Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3.  Construct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others. 

4.  Model with mathematics. 

5.  Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6.  Attend to precision. 

7.  Look for and make use of structure. 

8.  Look for and express regularity in repeated 

reasoning. 

 

COUNTING & CARDINALITY 

Know number names and the count sequence 

PK.CC.1 

Count verbally to 10 by ones. 

 

PK.CC.2 

Recognize the concept of just after or just before a 

given number in the counting sequence up to 10. 

 

PK.CC.3 

Recognize written numerals 0-10. 

 

Count to tell the number of objects 

PK.CC.4  

Understand the relationship between numbers and 

quantities to 5, then to 10; connect counting to 

cardinality.  

 

PK.CC.4a  

When counting objects, say the number names in the 

standard order, pairing each object with one and only 

one number name. 

 

PK.CC.4b 

Recognize that the last number name said tells the 

number of objects counted.  

 

PK.CC.4c 

Recognize that each successive number name refers 

to a quantity that is one larger.  

 

PK.CC.5 

Represent a number (0-5, then to 10) by producing a 

set of objects with concrete materials, pictures, and/or 

numerals (with 0 representing a count of no objects).  

 

PK.CC.6 

Recognize the number of objects in a set without 

counting (Subitizing).  (Use 0-5 objects)  

 

Compare quantities 

PK.CC.7  

Explore relationships by comparing groups of objects 

up to 10, to determine greater than/more or less than, 

and equal to/same.  

 

PK.CC.8  

Identify whether the number of objects in one group 

is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of 

objects in another group, i.e., by using matching and 

counting strategies (includes groups with up to 5 

objects).  

 

OPERATIONS & ALGEBRAIC THINKING 

 

Understand addition as putting together and 

adding to, and understand subtraction as taking 

apart and taking from 

 

PK.OA.1  

Explore addition and subtraction with objects, fingers, 

mental images, drawings, sounds (i.e., claps), acting 

out situations, or verbal explanations.  

 

PK.OA.2  

Decompose quantity (less than or equal to 5, then to 

10) into pairs in more than one way (i.e., by using 

objects or drawings).  

 

PK.OA.3  

For any given quantity from (0 to 5, then to 10), find 

the quantity that must be added to make 5, then to 10, 

i.e., by using objects or drawings.  

 

NUMBER & OPERATIONS IN BASE TEN 

Work with numbers 0-10 to gain foundations for 

place value 

 

PK.NBT.1  

Investigate the relationship between ten ones and ten.  

 

MEASUREMENT & DATA 

 

Describe and compare measurable attributes 

 

PK.MD.1  

Describe measurable attributes of objects, such as 

length or weight.  

 

PK.MD.2  

Directly compare two objects with a measurable 

attribute in common, using words such as longer/ 

shorter; heavier/lighter; or taller/shorter.  

 

Sort objects into categories and compare 

quantities 

 

PK.MD.3  

Sort objects into given categories.  

 

PK.MD.4  

Compare categories using words such as greater 

than/more, less than, and equal to/same. 

 

GEOMETRY 

 

Identify and describe two-dimensional shapes 

(circles, triangles, rectangles; including a square 

which is a special rectangle) 

 

PK.G.1 

Match like (congruent and similar) shapes.  

 

PK.G.2  

Group the shapes by attributes.  

 

PK.G.3 

Correctly name shapes (regardless of their 

orientations or overall size).  

 

Work with three-dimensional shapes to gain 

foundation for geometric thinking 

 

PK.G.4  

Match and sort shapes.  

 

PK.G.5  

Describe three-dimensional objects using attributes.  

 

PK.G.6 

Compose and describe structures using three-

dimensional shapes.  Descriptions may include shape 

attributes, relative position, etc.  


