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Friday…………………………...Closed 

 
This year has gone by so fast and I can’t believe 

that summer is almost here again.  
 

It has been a wonderful year at the Parent     
Resource Center. Our annual resource fair was a 

great success, with over 120 people in             
attendance. We hosted both Pathfinders for 

Autism and University of Maryland Extension 
Office, as staff from both presented workshops 
for PRC parents. Finally and most importantly, 

we were able to connect with so many CCPS 
parents and help them find resources and      

information to help their children.  
 

The staff of the PRC, wish you and your family 
a happy and healthy summer break, making      

lasting memories. We look forward to working 
with you next school year! 

 
The staff of the Parent Resource Center: 

Mary F. Amerman 
Katie  Seymour 
Susan Gerhard 
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Cecil and Harford County have many free and inexpensive museums. Check them out: 

 

CECIL 

 

Upper Bay Museum (early boats, hunting, fishing & Native-American artifacts) 

P. O. Box 275 

219 Walnut St., North East, MD 21901 - 0275 

web: http://www.upperbaymuseum.org/ 

 

Port Deposit Heritage Museum 

P. O. Box 101 

Paw Paw Building, 98 North Main St., Port Deposit, MD 21904 - 0101 

(410) 378-4480 

web: www.portdepositheritage.org/home.html 

 

Perryville Railway Museum 

MARC Train Station, 650 Broad St, Perryville, MD 21903 

(410) 939-0546 

web: www.perryvillemd.org/transportation/pages/perryville-railroad-museum 

 

Mount Harmon Plantation (18th century) 

P. O. Box 65 

600 Mt. Harmon Road, Earleville, MD 21919 - 0065 

(410) 275-8819 

web: http://mountharmon.org/ 

 

Chesapeake & Delaware Canal Museum (Old Lock Pump House) 

815 Bethel Road, Chesapeake City, MD 21915 - 1258 

(410) 885-5622 

web: www.nap.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ChesapeakeDelawareCanal/CanalHistory.aspx 

 

HARFORD 

 

Concord Point Lighthouse & Keeper's House 

P. O. Box 212 

700 Concord St., Havre de Grace, MD 21078 - 0212 

(410) 939-3213 

web: http://concordpointlighthouse.org/ 

 

Havre de Grace Decoy Museum 

215 Giles St., Havre de Grace, MD 21078 

(410) 939-3739 

web: http://decoymuseum.com/ 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                        Continued from previous page 
 

Havre de Grace Maritime Museum 

100 Lafayette St., Havre de Grace, MD 21078 

(410) 939-4800 

web: www.hdgmaritimemuseum.org/ 

 

Ladew Topiary Gardens Manor House 

3535 Jarrettsville Pike, Monkton, MD 21111 

(410) 557-9570, (410) 557-9466; fax: (410) 557-7763 

web: www.ladewgardens.com/HOUSE-GARDENS-NATURE-WALK/Manor-House 

 

Steppingstone Farm Museum 

461 Quaker Bottom Road, Havre de Grace, MD 21078 

(410) 939-2299 

web: www.steppingstonemuseum.org/ 

 

Susquehanna Museum at the Lock House (19th-century canal lock facilities) 

P. O. Box 253 

817 Conesto St., Havre de Grace, MD 21078 - 0253 

(410) 939-5780 

web: http://thelockhousemuseum.org/ 



Special (free!) Programs for families with children who have    

special needs. Please call to obtain exact details.  
 

Sensory Morning at the Walters Art Museum (Baltimore, MD)  

Free but you must register, only specific dates 

https://thewalters.org/family/access.aspx 

 

Join us for a morning of accessible museum programming designed specifically for 

children with Sensory Processing Disorders and their entire family. Educators from 

the Walters Art Museum and therapists from Kennedy Krieger Institute will be present 

for the entirety of the event. We are here to help your family have a great time!       

Accommodations will be made in consideration of unique sensory needs. Visual       

resources, tactile activities, sensory breaks, hand fidgets, and opportunities for       

guidance and structured support will be available throughout the galleries. Meet     

professionals and advocates from community organizations at our sensory-friendly 

resource fair! 

 

 

 

Sensory Sunday at the Franklin Institute (Philadelphia, PA)  

https://www.fi.edu/special-events/sensory-friendly-sunday 

 

It is our goal to make Sensory-Friendly Sunday a comfortable environment for kids 

and adults with a variety of sensory differences.  On Sensory-Friendly Sunday, our  

exhibits will be modified to provide an opportunity to experience all The Franklin    

Institute has to offer for people on the autism spectrum and with a range of differing 

abilities. Our trained staff and volunteers will be on hand to answer any questions you 

have and, if necessary, direct you to a quiet space that provides a chance to cool down 

and take a break. 

 

 

Glasgow Park (Bear DE) 

https://www.nccde.org/DocumentCenter/View/1251/Glasgow-Trail-Guide-PDF 

 

HIGH5 Autism Park offers a multi-sensory experience for all children, but specifically 

designed for those on the autism spectrum.  



Helping Reluctant Readers    

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/readers.html?WT.ac=p-ra 

For many kids, reading just doesn't come easily. Some kids have difficulty connecting letters and their corresponding sounds. 

Others have yet to discover a special story that sparks their imagination and shows just how fun reading can be.                                        

For all kids, though, being at ease with letters, their sounds, and words is an important foundation for learning throughout life. 

Read to and with your kids as often as possible, and try these other simple ways to help them become eager readers: 

Start with your child's picks. Comics or joke books may not be your first choice to boost literacy, but the reality is they can be 

very motivating. Kids will often amaze you with their ability to read something that they really want to read. 

Don't worry that these texts may not be substantial enough. They can help kids understand some fundamentals, like how events 

take place in a sequence and how stories are laid out. They also help build vocabulary and show that books can be visually     

appealing. Once your child is comfortable with the experience of reading, you can encourage other literature selections with a     

variety of challenging content. 

Sometimes electronic books (e-books) can help get reluctant readers reading. When your son or daughter becomes interested in a 

book, regardless of the format, help make connections between the story and your child's own life. Start conversations that will 

build a love of reading and learning. 

Read and reread. Many kids reach for the same books over and over again. That's not only OK, it's a good thing! Through repe-

tition, kids learn the text and eventually read it with ease and confidence. Each new reading of the book also may help them no-

tice something new and understand the story a little better. And that positive experience can inspire kids to give new books a try. 

Read aloud. Reading aloud to your kids helps them build their vocabularies and introduces new concepts, facts, and ideas. You 

also show that you enjoy reading for fun, and help them connect sounds with letters on the page. Reading aloud provides together 

time that you'll all enjoy. And it doesn't have to end once kids get older — the comfort of a parent's voice and undivided attention 

is something kids never outgrow. 

Create opportunities to read and write beyond the pages. Provide kids with many chances to read every day. Write notes and 

leave them on your child's pillow, in a lunchbox, or in a pocket. Ask friends and relatives to send postcards, letters, e-mails, or 

text messages. Leave magnetic letters and words on the refrigerator, and you may find your child spontaneously creating words, 

sentences, and stories. 

On road trips or errands, play word games that strengthen language skills. You might try "I Spy" ("I spy something that starts 

with an 'a' …") or games where you pick a category (like "food") and everyone has to name foods that begin with a certain letter. 

Kids often enjoy reading the signs they see while on the road (like those on restaurants and stores, plus road signs and bill-

boards). 

Get help if you're worried. If you're concerned about your child's ability or willingness to read, don't wait to get help. Consult 

with your child's doctor or teacher. They may be able to suggest additional resources to help your child become an eager reader. 

Reviewed by: Carol A. Quick, EdD 

Date reviewed: May 2013 

https://www.nemours.org/service/health/brightstart.html




Should My Child Work on School Skills Over the Summer or Take a Break? 

By Mark J. Griffin, Ph.D. Mark J. Griffin, Ph.D. Founding Headmaster, Eagle Hill School 

Q. My child has reading and math issues, and she’s worked really hard this year to make progress in 

these areas. Is it important for her to keep working on these skills over the summer? Or is it better if 

she has a real break? 

A. I understand why parents want their kids to take a break and recharge their batteries. But it’s very important 

to find ways to keep working on these skills over the summer.  

 

The long vacation doesn’t simply hit the “pause” button on reading, math and writing skills. It can actually 

erode these skills. When it comes to certain kinds of knowledge, kids really do have to “use it or lose it.” This 

is especially true for kids with learning and attention issues.  

 

Summer learning loss can set kids with learning and attention issues back as much as two to three months. 

(This is why some students with IEPs or 504 plans may qualify for extended school year services.) So it’s es-

sential to strike a balance between reinforcing academic skills and having lots of summer fun.  

 

There are many ways you can help prevent “summer brain drain.” Here are some thoughts on how to put to-

gether a summer learning schedule that looks and feels very different from going to school.  

 

A good tutor may be the single best way to maintain and perhaps increase your child’s skills over the summer. 

Talk with your child about when and where to schedule these tutoring sessions during a summer of fun. And 

look for a tutor who is skilled in helping kids with learning and attention issues.  

 

Many school districts and community groups offer tutoring in the summer. Try to check into free or low-cost 

tutoring as early as possible. These options tend to fill up quickly.  

 

Encourage your child to keep a daily journal. Together you can come up with a minimum length for each entry 

and other details such as correcting misspelled words. But give your child the freedom to choose what to write 

about. And have her share the journal with you each day so she knows it’s important to keep up with it.  

 

Read the same book as your child and have an informal “book club” discussion. You may also want to try 

watching TV together with the sound off and the closed captioning on. Ask your child to read the captions. 

Pause the show every now and then and discuss what’s going on.  

 

Cooking is a great way to work on reading, writing and math. Ask your child to write the grocery list, find 

items in the store and read the recipe aloud during cooking time. Measuring ingredients can also help keep 

math skills from getting rusty. Plus, you get to eat the recipe at the end!  

 

Volunteering can help reinforce social skills. So can joining a kids’ theater group. Tapping into your child’s 

interests is a great way to help your child “smell the roses” and balance having fun with retaining skills. When 

she returns to school in the fall with her skills intact, she’ll feel rested and more confident about the upcoming 

year.  

 

About the Author Mark J. Griffin, Ph.D. was the founding headmaster of Eagle Hill 

School, a school for children with specific learning disabilities 

 

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-

skills/ should-my-child-keep-studying-over-the-summer-or-take-a-real-break  

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/%20should-my-child-keep-studying-over-the-summer-or-take-a-real-break
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/learning-at-home/homework-study-skills/%20should-my-child-keep-studying-over-the-summer-or-take-a-real-break




Past versions of            

The Special Edition 

newsletter are also 

available on our  

internet site.  

The Parent Resource Center exists to provide a resource for parents, 
educators, and the community that will benefit all youth with disabilities. The 
center provides training, resources, and linkages between the school and 
community. Staffed by parents and educators, the center’s activities include, 
but are not limited to, the following:  
 

 Maintaining a lending library of articles, newsletters, books, and 
videotapes on a wide range of special education topics, such as special 
education law, types of disabilities, support groups, and recreational 
opportunities.  

 Seeking ways to encourage and strengthen communication between 
parents and school personnel.  

 Referring families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy 
groups.  

 Providing an opportunity for families to network and share ideas and   
experiences.  

 
Link experienced parents to parents of newly identified children with similar 
special needs.  
Offer support to parents who need someone to talk to on an individual basis 
in a confidential, supportive, atmosphere.  
 
The Parent Resource Center is a cooperative program that includes: 

 Family Support Network of the Cecil County Infants & Toddlers        
Program,  

 Partners for Success of the Cecil County Public Schools Special           

Education Program, and Preschool Partners Program. 

PARENT RESOURCE CENTER  

FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Cherry Hill Middle School 

2535 SINGERLY ROAD 

ELKTON, MARYLAND 21921 

410-996-5637 

WWW.CCPS.ORG 

Cherry Hill Middle School 

2535 Singerly Road 

Elkton, MD  21921 

CCPS 

The Cecil County Public School System does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment 
in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender, age, national origin, religion, or disability. 

This newsletter is produced by: 

Department of Special Education 

Cecil County Public Schools 

201 Booth Street 

Elkton, MD  21921 


